464

ance parameters may be overcome. The dvi driver
algorithms include one of two possible approaches
to the “rounding” problem. The first approach is
to position and round each rule from dvi individu-
ally. In the second approach, the dvi driver works
only with rounded values (one pixel = one unit) be-
fore making the queue of kern, rule, kern, rule... In
this case, the roundoff error can accumulate and the
parameter ¢ can be overcome. But it seems to me
that the barcode scanners can read the code better
if the metrics of the consecutive bars and spaces are
preserved instead of the global width.

As 1 observed, the dvi drivers usually round the
rule width up to the pixel units and never down. The
consequence of this feature is that spaces tend to be
one pixel smaller than the rules of (presumably) the
same width. Therefore I recommend to add one half
of the pixel size to the bar correction, namely to the
\bcorr register.

I have heard that EAN barcodes are successfully
read from stickers printed by matrix printers with
a very low resolution at module X size of 0.33 mm
or comparably small. That would imply that the
tolerances of the barcode scanners are usually much
higher than those required by the standard.
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Letter

An open letter to the TUG Board

It has been suggested by those whose opinion I re-
spect that my somewhat emotive statements con-
cerning the plan to split TUGboat from the auto-
matic benefits of TUG membership whilst retaining
TTN was not calculated to lead to sympathy for my
cause. Whilst I accept this, I also know that once an
idea has become entrenched it requires more than
moderate words to cause a re-consideration of the
situation, and I therefore feel that the force with
which I put my points was not out of proportion.
However, as many board members were not present
at the meeting, and as it will no doubt take some
time for the minutes to be circulated, I would like
to briefly re-iterate my point of view and to explain
it.

The proposal, as put at the meeting, is to re-
duce the membership fee by $20.00, and in addition
to make TUGboat available as an ‘optional extra’
for a further $15.00; TTN will continue to be sent
to all, and its content will be enlarged and improved.
The arguments adduced in favour of this are that (1)
TUGhboat is of interest to only a minority of mem-
bers, whilst (2) TTN is of interest to all.

Clearly (2) is at best debatable, and at worst to-
tally flawed: several speakers emphasised that they
did not want to receive TTN. Proposition (1) is
interesting, and the obvious question is “on what
is this assertion based?” When were the members
polled to ask if they valued TUGboat or not? How
much of this argument is based on hearsay and ru-
mour, and how much on fact?

When I received my first TUGboat, it was al-
most completely incomprehensible to me: I had no
idea what the majority of articles meant. But then
the same was true for The TEXbook, and for the
Algol-60 and -68 reports: they were initially com-
plete gibberish, expressed in a language that only
the congnoscenti could possibly understand. But I
did not give up: I persevered. And each time that
I re-read TUGboat, or The TEXbook, or the Algol-
6X reports, I learned a little more. And when the
next issue of TUGboat arrived, I was able to read a
small amount of it without excessive effort, although
other parts remained a mystery. But again I did not
give up; again I persevered; and with each issue of
TUGboat my understanding grew.

But as my understanding grew, so did my love
of TEX; each article was a further insight into the






